
NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT 
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WORD FORMAT) 

 
 

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with a Board of Revision of Taxes address) 
  Street address: 1227-37 Beach Street; 1301 Beach Street 
  Postal code: 19125-4306  Councilmanic District: 1st 
 
 
 2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Historic Name: Penn Treaty Park 

  Common Name: Penn Treaty Park 

 
 

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
   Building   Structure   Site   Object 

 
 

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 
  Condition:  excellent  good  fair   poor  ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use: Public park 

 
 

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
SEE ATTACHED 

 
 

6. DESCRIPTION 
SEE ATTACHED 

 
 

7. SIGNIFICANCE 
Period of Significance (from year to year): c.1682 - present 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 1827; 1893; 1987 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:  

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:  

  Original owner: Matthew Vandusen; City of Philadelphia 

 Other significant persons: William Penn; Chief Tamanend; Roberts Vaux 



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 
The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply): 

 (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person 
significant in the past; or, 

 (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
or, 

 (c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or, 
 (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or, 
 (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work 

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of 
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

 (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or, 

 (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved 
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

 (h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 
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5. Boundary Description 
 
Note: Penn Treaty Park occupies an area of land situated between Delaware Avenue and 
the Delaware River in the general proximity of Marlborough Street and East Columbia 
Avenue.  The park is situated at a point along the Delaware River where the city’s street 
grid sits at an angle relative to the cardinal directions.  In this description and the 
document which follows, the following directional conventions will apply: Delaware 
Avenue, Beach Street, and the Delaware River define the area’s north/south axis, while 
Columbia Avenue defines its east/west axis. 
 
The present boundaries of Penn Treaty Park are the result of multiple parcel acquisitions 
by the City of Philadelphia between 1892 and 1988.  Therefore the park’s boundaries do 
not follow a single set of  parcel boundaries as described in one or more legal land 
descriptions, but are instead the sum of a large number of smaller parcels, vacated 
portions of city-owned rights-of-way, and unassigned interstitial spaces (see Figure 5-1).   
The following description is therefore a close approximation of the current park 
boundaries as provided by the Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department (see 
Figure 5-2).  See Appendix 3 for individual parcel descriptions. 
 
 From a point along the shore of the Delaware River sitting in line with the south 

side of Marlborogh Avenue (now vacated), the boundary of Penn Treaty Park runs west a 

distance of approximately 480 feet to the east side of Delaware Avenue, then northward 

for a distance of approximately 600 feet along Delaware Avenue and its transition into 

Beach Street, thence east a distance of approximately 490 feet to the shore of the 

Delaware River, thence southward along the river approximately 650 feet to the point of 

origin.  The shore of the Delaware follows an inversed “S”-shaped curve that projects 

approximately 150 feet outward relative to the shoreline established at its northern 

boundary, then curves inward to form a shallow bay approximately 65 feet deep relative 

to the shoreline at its southern boundary.  A second section of Penn Treaty Park sits to the 

west of this area, separated from it by Beach Street.  From the point formed by the 

intersection of the east side of Delaware Avenue and the south side of Columbia Avenue, 

this boundary runs east along Columbia Avenue a distance of approximately 65 feet to 

the west side of Beach Street, then extending south along Beach Street a distance of 

approximately 224 feet to the intersection of Beach Street and Delaware Avenue, then 

north along Delaware Avenue approximately 239 feet to the point of origin. 

 



 
 
Figure 5-1: Penn Treaty Park overlaid onto City Registry Map 16-N-20. 
 



 
 
Figure 5-2: Current park boundaries outlined in green 



6. Description  
 
 Penn Treaty Park is a public park owned by the City of Philadelphia and managed 

by Philadelphia Parks& Recreation on the site traditionally associated with William 

Penn’s 1682 treaty with Chief Tamanend under the Great Elm in the Lenni-Lenape 

village of Shackamaxon.  Located on the shore of the Delaware River in the Fishtown 

area of Philadelphia’s Kensington neighborhood, it occupies approximately 7.5 acres of 

land.  This portion of the city has traditionally been  largely industrial; one of the area’s 

most prominent structures, the Philadelphia Electric Company’s Delaware Generating 

Station, stands directly to the north of the park.  The park’s other boundaries are defined 

by the Delaware River to the east, a large warehouse parcel to the south, and Delaware 

Avenue to the west.  The park is mostly grass-covered open space traversed by winding 

paved walkways and scattered clusters of shade trees and other landscape features [Figs 

6-16, 6-17].  The site slopes gently down towards the river from an elevation of 

approximately 10 feet above river level along the park’s western edge.  Its eastern 

shoreline is a rip rap embankment following a loose “S”-shaped curve projecting outward 

into the Delaware River [Fig. 6-12], with a fenced concrete platform at its northern edge 

[Fig 6-11].  The westernmost portion of the park sits on a small sliver of land separated 

from the main area by Beach Street [Fig 6-18].  A series of small granite boulders line the 

sidewalk on the south side of Beach Street, blocking vehicular access onto the park lawn 

and providing informal sitting areas for pedestrians [Fig. 6-1].   

 

 Penn Treaty Park was officially established by the City of Philadelphia on 

October 28, 1893.  It has undergone multiple reconfigurations and expansions since that 

time.  As originally designed, the park occupied a narrow parcel of land that followed the 

current park’s northern and eastern boundaries, but terminated to the south at Columbia 

Avenue, which then ran through to the river.  The park also extended to the river as it 

does today, but originally featured a long pier (Pier 57) that projected farther out into the 

Delaware River.  The original park parcel occupies roughly the northern third of today’s 

park boundaries, which were assembled from adjacent brownfield sites between 1980 and 

1988.  Major expansion occurred in the 1980s with the acquisition of two former 

industrial sites immediately to the south of the original park.  Following designs by the 



Hexagon Architectural Group, this land was remediated, unsafe piers removed, and the 

shoreline reconfigured and stabilized between 1983 and 1986, with the expanded Penn 

Treaty Park rededicated in 1987.  In 1988, the city purchased the triangular parcel of land 

directly across Beach Street from the park, razing a gas station and two-story warehouse 

on the site to further expand the park to its current boundaries. 

 

 The original park’s major feature was a marble obelisk erected in 1827 to mark 

the site of the Treaty Elm, the site associated with  William Penn and Chief Tamanend. 

The tree fell during a wind storm in 1810 [Fig. 6-5].  Between 1827 and 1893, the 

grounds on which this obelisk stood remained in private ownership, and the obelisk was 

reportedly moved many times around the site.  Upon establishment of the park in 1893, it 

stood at the park’s far northwest corner.  It was relocated to its present location to the 

southeast, near the center of the original park boundaries, c. 1979.  It stands 

approximately five feet tall and sits on a contemporary square granite base which 

replaced the original simple marble plinth.  It has inscriptions reading: 

 
Treaty ground of William Penn, and the Indian Nations, 1682, Unbroken faith. 
 
William Penn, Born 1644, Died 1718. 
 
Pennsylvania, Founded, 1681, by Deeds of Peace. 
 
Placed by the Penn Society, A.D. 1827, to mark the site of the Great Elm Tree. 

  
When it was relocated to its present location, it was placed within a circular metal fence 

enclosure and accompanied by an additional metal plaque further describing the 

significance of the site and depicting an image of the wampum belt thought to have been 

exchanged at the time of the treaty [Figs. 6-4, 6-5].  Besides the obelisk, no other major 

elements of the park’s original design, which included a decorative fountain and the 

aforementioned pier, have survived to the present time.     

 

 In addition to the original marble obelisk, the park’s current design features a 

number of other notable characteristics. The original northern area of the park is 

characterized by a density of mature sycamore trees planted in 1905. This area also 



contains a small recreational area. [Fig. 6-7].  At the southwest corner of the original park 

boundary, directly opposite the eastern terminus of Columbia Avenue, stands a granite 

statue of William Penn carved by Frank C. Gaylord in 1982.  Originally installed in a 

different location in the park, it was moved to its present location in 1987, in the center of 

a large round concrete base fronted by a small planting bed [Fig. 6-3].  South of the 

William Penn statue, a small parking lot curves into the park from Beach Street, 

following an arc established by the statue’s base.  A Pennsylvania State Historical Marker 

stands near the mouth of the parking lot.  East of the lot, a circular concrete planter once 

contained a descendent tree from the original Treaty Elm planted in 1993 [Fig. 6-8].  

However, it did not survive, and another descendant elm was planted in the lawn area to 

the east in 2000 [Fig. 6-9].  Other tree species within the park’s boundaries include 

weeping willow, apple, smoke bush, Japanese zelkova, red maple, London plane, and 

sawtooth oak.  Across Beach Street, the triangular park annex features at its southern tip a 

large Cor-Ten steel sculpture by Bob Haozous entitled Penn Treaty [Fig. 6-19].   

 
 



Figure 6‐1
View of  Penn Treaty Park from northern boundary looking south toward 
parking area

August 2011



Figure 6‐2
PHMC Marker 



Figure 6‐3
William Penn sculpture by Frank C. Gaylord commissioned by the 
Daughters of the American Colonists.  Dedicated in the park on April 22, 
1982, the enlarged base was added when the piece was moved to this 
location during the park expansion and rededication in 1987.



Figure 6‐4
The obelisk monument (1827) commissioned by the Penn Society was moved 
from it original location at the northwest corner of Penn Treaty Park to its 
existing location c. 1979.  The fence and plaque were added at that time. 



Figure 6‐5
William L. Breton, “Treaty Ground of William Penn and the Indian 
Natives, 1682 of Shackamaxon [now Kensington],” 1830 watercolor, 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.



Figure 6‐6
Obelisk  (1827) detail, August 2011



Figure 6‐7
Playground area, Penn Treaty Park north side, August 2011



Figure 6‐8 
A descendent tree from the original Treaty Elm was planted in this 
location in 1993.  The tree did not survive and was replaced by another 
descendent tree (see Photo 9).



Figure 6‐9
The current descendent elm tree from the Treaty Elm planted in June 
2000.  



Figure 6‐10
View from the center of Penn Treaty Park looking north toward the 
Philadelphia Electric Company Power Station



Figure 6‐11
Northeast corner of Penn Treaty Park.  Fence line demarks property line 
between the park and the Philadelphia Electric Company.



Figure 6‐12
Penn Treaty Park shoreline looking south towards Ben Franklin Bridge.



Figure 6‐13
Penn Treaty Park Shoreline in the southeast corner of the park looking 
northeast across the Delaware River to New Jersey.



Figure 6‐14
Southern property boundary of Penn Treaty Park from the Southeastern 
corner looking East. 



Figure 6‐15
Penn Treaty Park entrance located in the southwestern corner of the 
park.



Figure 6‐16
Penn Treaty Park from the approximate center of the park looking south 
showing the expansion area acquired in the 1980s.



Figure 6‐17
View of Penn Treaty Park from the approximate center of the park
looking Northeast toward the original park acreage.



Figure 6‐18
View of Penn Treaty Park along N. Beach Street.  The triangle lot, bounded by 
E. Columbia Avenue, N. Delaware Avenue and N. Beach Street, was acquired 
by the City as part of the park in 1988 and a gas station and two‐story brick 
warehouse located there was demolished.



Figure 6‐19
Penn Treaty by sculptor Bob Haozous, a Native American, was commissioned 
by Fairmount Park during the park expansion project. Located on the southern 
end of the triangle section of the park it was placed in the park in 1990.



Section 7: Statement of Significance 
 
Introduction 
 
“I think few events in history have stronger claims on our serious reflection, on our 
humanity, on our sense of right, and on our judgment than the treaty which was made 
under [the Great Elm of Kensington] and the consequences which followed from the 
treaty.”  
              –John Marshall, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 18311 
 
 Penn Treaty Park was established by the City of Philadelphia in 1893 on a piece 

of land that, since at least the eighteenth century, has been widely venerated for its 

association with an event central to the founding narrative of Philadelphia: William 

Penn's peace treaty with the Native American tribes of the area.  The site has been the 

object of both civic pride and civic concern for more than two centuries, and contains one 

of the oldest monuments erected in the city of Philadelphia.  The park meets the 

following criteria for designation as set forth by the Philadelphia Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, Section 14-2007(5), of the Philadelphia Code: 

  
(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life 
of a person significant in the past, 
 
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or 
Nation, 
 
(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be 
preserved according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif, 
 
(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an 
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City, 
 
(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history, 
 
and 
 
(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the 
community. 
 

                                                 
1 Quoted by John Connors in the forward to Kenneth Milano’s The History of Penn Treaty Park. 
Charleston, South Carolina: The History Press, 2009, p. 10. 



Criteria A, B & J: Penn Treaty Park as symbol of Penn's “Holy Experiment” 
  
 As the site traditionally associated with William Penn's famous treaty with the 

area's Native American tribes in 1682, Penn Treaty Park has significant value as part of 

the development, heritage, and culture of the City, Commonwealth, and Nation; is 

associated with an event central to the founding narrative of the Commonwealth; and 

exemplifies the cultural, social, and historical heritage of the community as a place of 

veneration for the ideals of Penn's “Holy Experiment.” 

 According to popular belief, William Penn met with Lenni-Lenape Chief 

Tamanend and other Native American leaders under a large elm tree in the village of 

Shackamaxon on the shores of the Delaware River in 1682 (an area that would later 

become the District of Kensington before its annexation by Philadelphia in 1854).  Here, 

Penn expressed his intention for a peaceful coexistence between the local indigenous 

tribes and the newly-arriving European settlers by proclaiming, “We meet on the broad 

pathway of good faith and good-will; no advantage shall be taken on either side, but all 

shall be openness and love. We are the same as if one man’s body was to be divided into 

two parts; we are of one flesh and one blood.”  Tamanend replied, “We will live in love 

with William Penn and his children as long as the creeks and rivers run, and while the 

sun, moon, and stars endure.”2  

 The historical veracity of this founding narrative has long been debated, since no 

eyewitness accounts of the event have survived in the historical record.  The earliest 

known references to a treaty between Penn and Native Americans date to the early 

eighteenth century and ostensibly rely on an oral tradition that such an event took place in 

Kensington under what became known as the Great Elm.  Nevertheless, this oral tradition 

was sufficiently prevalent to inspire a number of events and works that cemented the 

story and the site into the popular narrative of Penn's “Holy Experiment,” both here in 

Philadelphia and beyond.   

 First, the French philosopher and historian Voltaire praised Penn in his 

Dictionnaire philosophique in 1764 by eulogizing, “He began by making a league with 

the American Indians which were his neighbors. This is the only treaty between those 

persons and the Christians which has not been sworn to, and which has not been broken.”  
                                                 
2 Milano, p. 21. 



Roughly six years later, in Great Britain, William Penn's son Thomas commissioned 

Penn's Treaty with the Indians at Shackamaxon by Pennsylvania-born painter Benjamin 

West.  West's epic painting depicts a group of Native Americans and European settlers 

gathered beneath a large elm tree, exchanging a piece of white fabric representing a treaty 

belt.  The image became immensely popular, was widely reproduced in a series of 

engravings in both America and Europe, and inspired numerous copies and 

reinterpretations (the most famous of which being Edward Hicks' iconic Peaceable 

Kingdom series of sixty-one paintings begun in 1820, juxtaposing the Penn Treaty scene 

with images from the Book of Isaiah).  The “Treaty Elm” itself became equally 

venerated; during the British occupation of Philadelphia in 1777-1778, General Simcoe 

assigned British troops to protect the tree from being felled by either soldiers or 

townspeople for firewood.  In William Birch's famous 1800 Views of Philadelphia, a 

depiction of the Treaty Elm serves as the work's frontispiece. 

 The historical accuracy of this purported event is largely immaterial to its 

significance in the cultural history of the city, state and nation, and to the importance of 

the site as a place commemorating the ideals of William Penn and his “Holy Experiment” 

in establishing Pennsylvania as a land of tolerance and cooperation.  Though the events 

attributed to William Penn and Tamanend in 1682 lack hard corroboration in the 

historical record, another event significant to the history and development of the site is 

well-documented: on March 5, 1810, the Treaty Elm was toppled in a storm.  This 

widely-reported event, notices of which appeared in newspapers across the country, 

confirms the reputation the tree held at the time of its demise.  As reported in Poulson's 

American Daily Advertiser on March 8,  

 
 During the tremendous gale of Monday night last, the Great Elm Tree at 
Kensington, under which, it is said, William Penn, the Founder of 
Pennsylvania, ratified his first treaty with the Aborigines, was torn up by 
the roots. This celebrated tree, having stood the blast of more than a 
century since that memorable event, is at length prostrated to the dust! It 
had long been used as a land-mark, and handsomely terminated a north-
east view of the city and liberties on the Delaware.3 

 

                                                 
3 Quoted at http://www.penntreatymuseum.org/park.php [accessed 1/17/12].  



In a pattern which would repeat itself more than once over the course of the site's history, 

the loss of the Treaty Tree led to a renewed interest in the legacy of Penn's Treaty and a 

desire to secure the future of the site, though it would take a number of years for this 

vision to materialize.  Between 1810 and 1824, little change to the site seems to have 

occurred.  The land on which the tree had stood was owned since 1795 by shipbuilder 

Matthew Vandusen, who purchased the property from the founder of Kensington, 

Anthony Palmer.  The plot included the adjacent Fairman Mansion, where William Penn 

stayed in the winter of 1683.  But by 1825, the Delaware waterfront was undergoing 

rapid development.  As reported in Philadelphia’s Aurora and Franklin Gazette on April 

12th, 1825,  

 
The District of Kensington at present exhibits a scene of animation in 
business seldom before witnessed. The hum of industry along its wharves 
and the building materials scattered profusely over all its streets, betoken a 
state of prosperous increase in wealth. Nearly 4,000 tons of shipping are 
on the stocks and it is intended shortly to commence two more large 
vessels. The street near the site of the “Treaty Tree” is to be straightened 
and an old building [Fairman's Mansion] to be removed. The whole 
district in appearance and wealth is advancing rapidly.4 

 
At the same time, interest in the history of Philadelphia and the United States was 

growing among many of the city's leading citizens.  The 1824 return of Revolutionary 

War hero General Lafayette on a goodwill tour of America stoked an increased 

appreciation for the early history of Philadelphia and the nation.  This same year 

witnessed the founding of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania  and the Society for the 

Commemoration of the Landing of William Penn, a group which grew out of the 

Committee of History, Moral Science, and Literature at the American Philosophical 

Society.  The Penn Society, as it would come to be known, was led by Robert Vaux, a 

Quaker abolitionist and vocal supporter of Native American rights, and John Fanning 

Watson, an early chronicler of the city's history.  The following year, in 1825, Vaux 

proposed the erection of a monument to commemorate the site of the Penn's Treaty.  This 

is the same monument, dedicated in 1827, which survives at Penn Treaty Park today.   

  

                                                 
4 Ibid. 



 

Criteria G & H: Penn Treaty Park as open space 

 

 As a city park established in 1893 to both commemorate the site of Penn's Treaty 

and to provide an area of open space and recreation for the heavily populated and 

industrial neighborhood of Kensington, Penn Treaty Park represents a familiar visual 

feature of the Delaware riverfront and constitutes a distinctive park area worthy of 

preservation.    

 The marble obelisk erected by the Penn Society in 1827 was an early public 

monument in the city.  However, the land on which it stood remained privately owned 

and vulnerable to development pressures for many decades following the monument's 

placement.  Despite an 1848 report by the Philadelphia County Board which urgently 

recommended public acquisition of the site to protect it from “irreverent use” or its 

disposition “in such manner as may forever bury it from view and bar the public from its 

possession,” no immediate action was taken to purchase the land from the Vandusen 

family, which continued to use the it as a wharf and lumberyard for the next forty years.5  

Calls for its public acquisition by either the city or county were as regular as they were 

ineffectual: resolutions in 1852 and 1870 both failed to garner the support necessary to 

purchase the land, and the monument survived only through a combination of modest 

repair appropriations (in 1869 and 1880) and the benign neglect of the Vandusens, who 

left the parcel largely unimproved.   

 But by the late nineteenth century, Philadelphia was experiencing a significant 

expansion of its parksystem, due in large measure to an active civic reform effort which 

embraced the ideals of open space advocates like Thomas Meehan, a botanist-turned-

politician who used his sixteen-year tenure on City Council to promote the cause of park 

expansion city-wide.  After the creation of the activist City Parks Association in 1888, 

Philadelphia added at least twenty-six neighborhood parks through a combination of land 

donation and acquisition.6  In March of 1890, the treaty grounds were finally put up for 

sale by the Vandusen family, supporters of a public park on the site found a more 

                                                 
5 Quoted at http://www.penntreatymuseum.org/park.php [accessed 1/17/12]. 
6 “Public Parks of Leading Cities,” New York Times, September 1, 1895. 



sympathetic ear in the political and civic leadership of the day.  A coalition of groups 

soon endorsed the idea, including Meehan’s City Council Committee on New Public 

Squares, the Fairmount Park Art Association, and the City Parks Association.  From the 

outset, the plan’s supporters all recognized the unique confluence of benefits a “memorial 

park” would provide, inasmuch as it would both protect an historical site from 

development and serve the current needs of a densely-populated neighborhood for open 

space.  For example Herbert Walsh, writing on behalf of the City Parks Association, 

remarked in 1892, 

 
It is an admirable suggestion to create a small park covering the site where 
the Penn Treaty with the Indians was made. Your suggestion seems to me 
a happy union of beauty and utility, since it aims to secure an additional 
space for fresh air and green trees, which will be greatly to the advantage 
of those who are unable to seek, beyond city limits, these necessities of 
our hot summers, and that it will also call attention perennially to an 
instance of just dealing with the Indians that is succinctly rare in our 
history.7  

 
With broad support for the park thus secured, City Council voted favorably in March of 

1892 to place Penn Treaty Park on the city plan, allocating  $85,000 for its purchase.  

Improvement plans were drawn up and presented to the public in July and in January 

1893 an additional $15,000 was allocated for site improvements.  Construction began in 

the spring and the park began seeing use in the summer.  On October 28, 1893, it was 

officially dedicated with an opulent parade and pageant celebrating the 211th anniversary 

of William Penn’s arrival to Philadelphia. 

 Since that time, Penn Treaty Park has been a character-defining element of both 

the Fishtown area of the Kensington neighborhood and the Delaware waterfront.  Though 

the park’s size and layout have been altered repeatedly over the ensuing 120 years, its use 

as a site of commemoration and of recreation has remained consistent.  Furthermore, the 

park’s original 1893 boundaries are still discernable, given the high density of mature 

trees which occupy the oldest portion of the park.  The park’s more recent alterations and 

improvements, including the 1982 statue of William Penn, the 1980s southern and 

western expansions, and the 1990 Penn Treaty sculpture, do little to detract from the 

                                                 
7 Quoted at http://www.penntreatymuseum.org/park.php [accessed 1/17/12]. 



site’s historic significance.  Indeed, all serve to compliment the park’s historic role as 

both a community asset and a site of commemoration for an event central to the founding 

narrative of the city and state.      

   

 

Criterion I: The archaeological potential of Penn Treaty Park 

 

 Despite the fact that much of the current Penn Treaty Park exists on either 

previously disturbed land or land added as fill, the site’s potential to yield information 

important in pre-history or history remains high.  The park’s proximity to or location 

within a significant Native American settlement site (Shackamaxon), an early colonial 

dwelling (the Thomas Fairman House), and a major industrial area (the Delaware 

waterfront) all contribute to its potential archaeological significance.  In a 1987 letter to 

the Pennsylvania Bureau for Historic Preservation, Dr. Richard Tyler, then-Executive 

Director of the Philadelphia Historical Commission, determined that proposed (and later 

executed) alterations to the park would have no adverse effect to potential archaeological 

resources [see Appendix 1].  His conclusion did not suggest that archeological resources 

did not exist, but rather they did not exist at a depth which would be affected by the 

proposed changes.  Potential future activity at the site could very well impact 

archaeologically significant areas. 
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The dimensions of the original Penn Treaty Park were published in the Philadelphia Inquirer 
March 18, 1892. They were given as follows: 

“Beginning at the east corner of Hanover (Columbia) and Beach Streets, thence extending 
along the southeast side of Beach street northeastward one hundred and forty-five feet nine 
and three-quarter inches, to a point on the line of land now or late of Edward W. Gorgas, 
thence along the same south twenty-eight degrees ten minutes fifty-five seconds, east six 
hundred and seventeen feet eight and one-quarter inches, more or less, to the Port Wardens’ 
line in the river Delaware, thence along the same southwestward two hundred and sixty-six 
feet six inches, more or less, to the northeast line of Hanover street produced and thence 
along the same northwestward six hundred and eighteen feet more or less to the southeast 
side of Beach street, the place of beginning to be called Penn Treaty Park.” 

 


















