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We are outraged and disappointed by the removal of the President’s House 

exhibits at Independence National Historical Park. These exhibits, on public 

view for the past 15 years, told the story of the nine individuals enslaved by 

President George Washington. They were the result of a long, hard-fought 

endeavor to tell the full story of Philadelphia during its time as the nation’s 

capital and the home of two U.S. presidents, a pivotal decade in American 

history. This is a sad moment for our nation’s collective memory. 

 

The Avenging the Ancestors Coalition, of which the Preservation Alliance is 

a member, is expected to release a plan of action shortly. The Preservation 

Alliance will continue to support efforts to present our history with honesty, 

courage, and respect for its full complexity. 

 


