
 

 

July 20, 2026 

The Honorable Cherelle L. Parker 
Mayor, City of Philadelphia 
City Hall, Office 215 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Re: The former Philadelphia History Museum, 15 S. 7th Street 

Dear Mayor Parker, 

As representatives of Philadelphia’s history institutions, preservation organizations, and 
cultural non-profits, we write to express our growing concern over the condition and 
uncertain future of the former Philadelphia History Museum building at 15 S. 7th Street. 

For nearly two centuries, this building served as a place of learning and civic memory. 
Constructed in 1825 as the original home of the Franklin Institute and later given to the city 
by radio manufacturer A. Atwater Kent to serve as the Philadelphia History Museum, the 
John Haviland-designed building is an extraordinary architectural and cultural landmark. 

Today, however, the former museum stands vacant, neglected, and without a public plan 
for its future. Since the museum’s closure in July 2018 and the transfer of its collection to 
Drexel University, significant public attention has rightly focused on the stewardship of the 
artifacts and archival materials. Yet the building itself has remained in limbo. Eight years 
later, there is still no articulated path forward for the property’s reuse, continued public 
ownership, or disposition. 

The current situation cannot continue. Visible deterioration, deferred maintenance, ever-
present litter and weeds, and chronic neglect have transformed this significant civic 
structure into an increasingly prominent symbol of inaction. As Philadelphia marked the 
250th anniversary of the nation’s founding at Independence Hall, the condition of this city-
owned property just a block away sends the wrong message about how we value our 
history and steward public assets. 

Following a June 2025 inspection, the City's Department of Licenses and Inspections 
issued multiple code violations for the property, including overgrown vegetation, 
accumulated trash and debris, graffiti, missing exterior components, and deficiencies 
related to required fire protection systems. Almost a year after the correction deadline, 
these violations remain open, underscoring the need for immediate action by the City as 
steward of this landmark. 



 

 

Attached as Appendices A–C are recent photographs documenting the property's 
condition, the Department of Licenses and Inspections' Notice of Violation, and the 
current status of those violations. 

We recognize that the property’s future may be complicated by legal questions surrounding 
the terms of A. Atwater Kent’s original gift. We are not asking the Administration to overstep 
those proceedings, but they cannot serve as a justification for indefinite neglect. 

Regardless of the ultimate ownership outcome, the City of Philadelphia is the current 
steward of this landmark and has an obligation to maintain, secure, and plan for its future. 
Accordingly, we respectfully urge your Administration to: 

• Commit to immediate stabilization and routine maintenance of the property to 
prevent further deterioration and correcting the outstanding L&I code violations; 

• Evaluate viable long-term options, including continued city ownership with a 
renewed public use, partnership with a cultural institution, adaptive reuse, or sale, 
through a transparent public process. 

• Publicly articulate a timeline and process for determining the building’s future; 

The former Philadelphia History Museum should not remain boarded, deteriorating, and 
functionally abandoned at the doorstep of America’s birthplace. Its current condition 
stands in stark contrast to Philadelphia’s reputation as a place that values history, culture, 
and our civic identity. 

We urge your Administration to devote the attention and resources necessary to determine 
a clear path forward and demonstrate that Philadelphia remains committed to preserving 
and activating the places that tell our shared story. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with your Administration and discuss 
constructive next steps. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Wilson Aden 
CEO 
Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance 
 
Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness 
Pastor 
Mother Bethel AME Church 
 
Sean Connolly 
Executive Director 



 

 

Arch Street Meeting House Preservation Trust 
 
Beth Shalom Hessel 
Executive Director 
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 
Amy Needle 
CEO & President  
Historic Philadelphia, Inc. 
 
Michael Norris 
Executive Director 
Carpenters’ Company of Philadelphia 
 
Paul Steinke 
Executive Director 
Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
 
Eli Storch 
Chair 
Design Advocacy Group 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Squilla,  Philadelphia City Council, 1st District 

Valerie Gay, Chief Cultural Officer, Creative Philadelphia 
Jessie Lawrence, Director, Department of Planning & Development 
Joseph Brasky, Commissioner, Department of Public Property 
Susan Slawson, Commissioner, Department of Parks and Recreation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix A – Recent Photographs of 15 S. 7th Street

Taken May 21, 2026 
 

 

 
Taken June 15, 2026 

 

  
Taken December 8, 2024 

 
Taken  January 1, 2023



 

 

 
Appendix B – L&I Notice of Violation 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Appendix C - L&I Violation Status  

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 


