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Paul Steinke, Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia,
provided the following statement in response to the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation’s proposed changes to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act :

"The Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia strongly opposes proposed changes
that would weaken the federal Section 106 review process. For six decades, Section 106
has been one of the country's most important tools for protecting historic places. It
requires federal agencies to consider how federally funded or permitted projects impact
historic and cultural resources, and it gives local governments, Native American tribes,
preservation organizations, and the publica meaningful voice before irreversible decisions
are made.

"Across Greater Philadelphia, Section 106 applies to projects ranging from transportation
and highway improvements to federally funded housing, disaster recovery,
telecommunications infrastructure, and federal buildings. Weakened oversight would
reduce transparency, limit community input, narrow which historic resources, impacts,
and projects are subject to review; and give federal agencies greater discretion to make
decisions and address harm without meaningful public oversight.. As the nation reflects on
America’s 250th anniversary, federal officials should be strengthening public engagement
around historic preservation, not diminishing it.

The Preservation Alliance will share guidance on how to comment when the public
comment period opens and will submit comments on behalf of its members.
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About the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia: The Preservation Alliance for Greater
Philadelphia is a nonprofit organization that promotes the protection and appropriate development of the
Philadelphia region’s historic buildings, communities, and landscapes. By providing advocacy, education,
and technical assistance, the Alliance works to ensure that historic places remain vital assets that enrich the
city’s cultural identity and economic growth.
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